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1. The Conven'tion on the High Seas which was adopted in 1958 by the UN 

C~nferenoe on the Law of the Sea provides in Article 25 that 

"2. All States shall co-operate with the competent international 
organizations in taking measures for the prevention of pollution 
of the seas or air space above, resulting from any activities with 
radio-active materials or other ha.rmi'u.l agents." 

In cnnnexion with this Article the Conference also adopted a Resoluti,n 

which recommended 

"••• that the International Atnmic Energy Agency, in consultation 
with existing groups Md established ox·ga.ns having acknowledged 
competence in the field of radiological protection, should pursue 
whatever studies and take whatever action is necessary to assist 
States i.ri oontr~lling the discharge or release of radio•active 
materials to the sea, in p'l:'omulgating standards, and in drawing up 
internationally acceptable regulations to ~revent pollution nf the 
sea by radio•aotive materials in amounts which would adversely 
affect man and his marine resources," 

2. The Ccnvention on the Preventitm of Marine Pollution by Dumping of Wastes 

and Other Matter adopted at 1972 London C~nferenoe provides in Annex I, whereby 

materiale prohibited. from dumping a.re listed, that 
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"High level radioactive wastes or other high-level radioa.otive 
matter, defined on public health, biological or other grounds, 
by the competent international body in this field, at present 
the Interna. tional Atomic Enei·gy Agency, as unsuitable for 
dumping at sea." 

In Annex II of the same Convention, whereby materials requiring special permit 

for dumping are listed, it is pr•1vided that 

"Radioactive wastes or other rad:i,oactive matter not included in 
Annex I. In the issue of permits for the dumping of this matter, 
the Contracting Parties should take full account of the 
recommendations of the competent j.nternational body in this field, 
at present the International Atomic Energy Agency." 

3. The Internatinnal Atomic Energy Agency has already fulfilled some nf the 

tasks entrusted to it under the above-mentioned Conventions such as the 

establishment of recommended Regulations for Safe Tran~port of Radioactive 

Materials, the definition of high-level radioactive wastes or other high-level 

radioactive matter unsuitable for dumping at .ilea, and the recommendation 

concerning the issue of permits for the dumping at sea of radioactive wastes 

other than those unsuitable for dumping. The Agency keeps those matters under 

continuous study and revises the established standards in the field of 

prevention of marine poll~tion by radioaotivo materials. 

4. Whereas, the draft Protocol Relating to Intervention on the High Seas in 

cases of Marino Pollution by Substances Other than Oil, in its Article I.2 

provides that 

"Substances other than oil as referred to in paragraph 1 shall be: 

(a) those substances enumeratod in a list annexed to the present 
Protocol, This list shall be malnt~ined by the Maritime Safety 
c,,rnm! ttee whioh shall communica to all amcnc1men ts. , • •" • 

While at the preparatory stage the drafters of the Protocol recognized the 

.fact that the Maritime Safety Committoo should "accomplish thts task, taking 

into account the views of othor compotont international orga.r1izations 

(Footnote 4 to tho Protocol), they considered that this recognition could 

be expressed in a Confertnco Resolution ra.ther tha.n inoorporatwg it into 

the text of the Protocol, 
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5. In view of the statutory authority and competence of the International 

Atomic Energy Agency in establishing, 

11 in consultation and, where appropriate, in collaboration with 
the competent nrgans of the United Nations and with the 
specialized agencies concerned, standards of safety for protection 
of health and minimization of danger to lifo and property •••• in 
the field ot' atomic energy" 

(Article III.A.6 of the Statute of. the International Atomic E:nergy Agency), 

which competence was confirmed by the international Conferences mentioned above, 

tho Secretariat of the International Atomic Energy Agency considers that the 

International Conferonoe on Marine Polluti~n may wish to maintain consistency 

with the above-mentioned inte:rnational instruments and amend Article I,2(a) 

of the draft Protocol as follows: 

"2. Substances other than oil as referred to in paragraph 1 shall bes 

(a) thosa substances enumerated in a list annexed to the present 
Protocol. This list shall be maintained by the Maritime Safety 
Committee, o sulta.tion w.,!.1;,b. competent _i_r\tcrnational ,9J.'e;anizatiopst 
which •••n proposed amendment underlined). 


